GATHERING FOR WORSHIP
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus  Arr. Phillip Keveren

* CALL TO WORSHIP

We live in the in between.

In between yesterday and tomorrow.

In between departing and arriving.

In between the already and the not yet.

In between the ordinary and the interruptions.

In between the shy smile and the long roll of belly laughter.
In between the wound and the healing.

In between the storm of tears and the quiet afterwards.

In between faith and doubt.

In between trusting and not trusting.

In between believing and unbelieving.

In between love and more love.

In between more and abundantly far more than we can imagine.
Let us worship God!

* HYMN 611 “Joytul, Joytul, We Adore Thee”

* CONFESSION AND PARDON
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

Risen Jesus, you walked in our childhood footsteps.

You were with us when our faith began to form.

You were with us when something happened that
challenged and shook what we had come to believe.

You were with us when we wandered out into the moors of
uncertainty on the trails of unanswered questions.

In those times, we have longed for certainty.

Without certainty, we confess that we have withheld
ourselves from trusting and following you.

Forgive us.

Help us to live in the risk of trust.

Help us to live fully even without certainty,
that we might not miss out on bold love.

Silent Prayers & Assurance of Pardon

Bold font indicates congregational participation.
* You are invited to stand in body or in spirit.

* SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

Hymn 698 “Take, O Take Me as I Am”
PROCLAIMING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON Psalm 22:1-5

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 9:14-29

SERMON “I Believe; Help My Unbelief”
Close Encounters: A Summer with Jesus

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
HYMN 684 “Faith Begins by Letting Go”
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH based on Mark 9:24

In our confidence and in our fragility,
in our boldness and in our timidity,
in our courage and in our fear,
in our contentedness and in our desperateness,
we come before you, O God.
We trust you. And we don’t trust you. At the same time.
We believe. Help our unbelief!

Invitation to Self Offering

Offertory Adagio Tomaso Albinoni

* Doxology (Hymnal, back page)

* Prayer of Dedication

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the
time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

GOING OUT TO SERVE
* HYMN 817 “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE I'll Fly Away Albert E. Brumley

END OF WORSHIP ... BEGINNING OF SERVICE
C TR

We light three candles in worship. The white candle reminds us of
the presence of Christ’s Spirit in worship. The smaller candle is in a
candle holder made by a member of our partner church, Iglesia El
Divino Salvador in Guatemala, and it reminds us of our covenant with
them. The third candle is the Peace, Hope, and Justice candle, which
began in South Africa as an anti-Apartheid candle and now calls us to
pray for injustices at home and around the world.

Liturgist: Susan Lang
Greeters: Linda and Herschel Lewis
Ushers: John Bickerstaff and John Wineberg

Guest Musician:  Austin Ferrell, Percussion

Excerpt from Called to Questions: A Spiritual Memoir

“If there is one thing that we have all been taught to fear, it is surely
questions. There are some things, we learn early, that are never to be
challenged. They simply are. They are absolute. They come out of a
fountain of eternal truth. And they are true because someone else said
they are true. So we live with someone else’s truth for a long time.
Until the answers run dry. I know that because I myself have been
caught in a desert of doubt and found the answers to be worse than the
questions ever could be ... I began to trust the questions themselves to
lead me beyond my understanding, to faith. I began to use my
questions themselves to chart my way through the dark waters.”

~ Joan D. Chittister, OSP

Today is the August Picnic Dinner & Vespers Service!

Thank you to all who signed up for our annual August picnic and
Vespers service at West Asheville Park. We look forward to seeing you
there today at 5 PM! Be sure to bring a lawn chair.

“Arbor Evenings” at the Arboretum with Live Music

We'll close out the summer with a picnic dinner at the Arboretum on
Thursday, September 10, at 5:30 PM. Bring your own picnic dinner and
a lawn chair and enjoy some live outdoor music. We'll carpool with

those who have Arboretum passes. Sign up in the Narthex.



Welcome Back, Janice!

Janice Kominski is returning to us to help us establish an
intergenerational ministry to support disciples of all ages. She was last
with us as a Pastoral Care Intern in 2023-2024 while she was in
seminary. In 2024, she completed her Master of Divinity and Master of
Christian Education degrees from Union Presbyterian Seminary and is
now a candidate for ministry in the PC(USA) certified ready to receive
a call by the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. While she is still
discerning a more permanent call, Janice will be helping us get an
intergenerational ministry off the ground. Within the PC(USA), Janice
has worked as a director of youth ministry and a Sunday school teacher
for children, youth, and adults. For over two decades, she has written
curriculum and retreat materials for children’s, youth, and adult
ministries. Janice is a mother of three teenagers, one each in middle
school, high school, and college. For leisure she draws, sews, composes
music, sings, dances, and acts in Asheville community musical theater
and educational plays. We are delighted to have Janice back!

PDA Hosting Update
After taking August off, New Hope will resume hosting Helene
recovery volunteer groups starting in September!
Here is when our guest teams will be arriving:

e September: 13th, 20th, and 27th

e October: 18th and 25th

o November: Ist
Our six host teams will take turns welcoming and looking after these
groups. If you're on a team, expect to hear from your team leader soon
about your schedule. If you'd like to get involved—especially if you're
newer to the church—it’s not too late to join! Reach out to one of our
Host Team Coordinators if you're interested:

o Susan Maveety: Susan.Maveety(@gmail.com

o Nan Riley: nannetteriley87@gmail.com

o Elsie Reid: elreid07@gmail.com
Our guest teams consistently share how much they appreciate the
warm welcome from our congregation and our partners at Givens.
Supporting these volunteers and seeing the great work they do has
been such an inspiring experience for everyone involved!

Fibers of Hope Crafting Group

The Fibers of Hope crafting group will meet this coming Thursday,
September 3 from 1:30 to 3 PM in the library. Join our group with your
crafting project. If you would like to knit or crochet a prayer shawl, we

can supply the yarn. Questions? Contact Bonnie Runkle at (717) 393-
9024 or by email at bonnie.runkle@gmail.com.

2026-2027 Presbyterian Women Bible Study Begins Soon
Our PW Circle will kick off its year together this Tuesday,
September 1 at 2 PM in the library and continue on the first
Tuesday of each month through May 2027. The PW Bible Study
for 2026-27 is United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other by Rhonda
Mawhood Lee, and it is available for purchase. This excellent and
timely study is based on Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians.
Ordering the study is easy: it can be purchased online

at presbyterianwomen.org/shop or by calling 800-533-4371. The
item number is HZN26100, and the cost is $14.00. We hope you
will join us in September!

Crafts with Nan and Jan

Nan and Jan’s next craft making workshop will be on Saturday,
September 12 from 10:30 AM to 2 PM. Cost is $10 for each workshop
for craft supplies. Please bring a bag lunch. Sign up by emailing Nan or
by calling her at (828) 775-7444. These workshops are a wonderful
time not only of craft making but also of friendship making]

Worship bulletin announcements for Sunday, September 6 are due
to Administrator Lynne Petty by noon on Wednesday, September 2.

New Hope Presbyterian Church
We are a welcoming, inclusive faith community, seeking to respond to Christ’s
call to love and serve, throngh ministries of compassion and social justice.
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“I Believe; Help My Unbelief”
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