
GATHERING FOR WORSHIP 

 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 PRELUDE Passacaglia  George Frideric Handel 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 

The first Advent candle is lit while the soloist sings the first verse of hymn 85: 

Soloist: Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  

 let the light fill the darkness.  

 He shall bring salvation to Israel,  

 God fulfills the promise. 

The people then share in the following spoken call and response: 

Liturgist: Today we light the candle of Hope to remind ourselves 

that no power is greater than God’s love for us in Christ. 

People: May our struggles bear not despair, but hope. 

* HYMN 82 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  

* CONFESSION AND PARDON  

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession  

God of Hope, today we enter the season of Advent, 

remembering those of old who hoped against hope, 

who longed until it ached, who waited without certainty 

for the one who would come and restore their people. 

Today we also hope, long, and wait for the day when all 

will be well, and all will be well, and all will be well. 

Yet, sometimes our fingers ache from clinging to hope, 

and we let go of it. 

In our hopelessness, we see through the lens of scarcity, 

rather than trusting in abundance, 

and what we have is never enough to calm our anxiety. 

In our origin story, God gave the first humans  

the gift of all the trees of the garden,  

except for one, and they stole its fruit,  

because all the trees of the garden weren’t enough. 

 

Bold font indicates congregational participation. 

* You are invited to stand in body or in spirit. 

In the story of our country’s history, there was ample 

goodness to be shared, but the Europeans who came 

before us still stole land, lives, and dignity from others, 

because what they had wasn’t enough. 

We confess that we still fear it won’t be enough, 

and through the complicity of our silence 

we steal hope from those who have even less. 

Forgive us for our generations of theft, O God. 

By the power of your Spirit, renew Hope in us,  

so that in our confidence of good things ahead, 

we might turn from clutching to generosity. 

Silent Prayers & Assurance of Forgiveness 

* SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE 

Hymn 92 “While We are Waiting, Come” 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 6:19-21 

ANTHEM Call To Advent Arr. J. Jerome Williams 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appears. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 

And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, 

For, with blessing in His hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

Our full homage to demand. 

(Repeat in tandem) 

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON Exodus 20:1-2, 15 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of slavery. 

You shall not steal. 

SERMON “Planting Treasures” 

  Eighth in the Series: “Looking for the Grand Positives” 

 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 HYMN 89 “For You O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits” 

 AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from The Confession of 1967 

With an urgency born of Hope, the church applies itself to 

present tasks and strives for a better world. It does not 

identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on 

earth, nor does it despair in the face of disappointment 

and defeat. In steadfast Hope the church looks beyond all 

partial achievement to the final triumph of God. 

 GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Invitation to Self Offering 

Offertory Pas de Quatre Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 

* Doxology (Hymnal, back page) 

* Prayer of Dedication 

CELEBRATIONS AND CONCERNS 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 

we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 

of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

GOING OUT TO SERVE  

* HYMN 94 “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE Pat-A-Pan Bernard de La Monnoye 

END OF WORSHIP … BEGINNING OF SERVICE 



We light two candles in worship. The white candle reminds us of the 

presence of Christ’s spirit in worship. The smaller candle is in a candle 

holder made by a member of our partner church, Iglesia El Divino 

Salvador in Guatemala, and it reminds us of our covenant with them. 



Today’s liturgist: Bill Carpenter 

Today’s greeters: Martha and Don Johnson 

Today’s ushers: Bill Carpenter and Elaine Morse 

“Voices of Advent” Sunday Morning Class: December 7, 14 & 21 

Join Pastor Kim on the first three Sundays of December for an 

exploration of various voices in the gospels who give voice to Advent 

expectation. As we listen to voices such as John the Baptist, Mary, and 

the angels, we will learn about the Messiah they were waiting for and 

how his birth can strengthen us with hope as we face our own 

challenges today.   

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study: Tuesday, December 2, at 2 PM 

The PW Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 2 at 2:00 p.m. in the 

adult classroom.  Kim Wells will lead our study of Chapter 4 in our 

study book. This lesson begins Part II of our study - Finding our 

Joy.  The title of the lesson is “The Prodigal Child, the Eldest Child, 

and the Devoted Parent.” All are welcome. We look forward to seeing 

you there. 

Fibers of Hope Group: Thursday, December 4, 1:30-3 PM 

Join us in the library with your crafting project. If you would like to 

knit or crochet a prayer shawl, we can supply the yarn. Questions? 

Contact Bonnie at (717) 393-9024 or bonnie.runkle@gmail.com. 

Poinsettias for the Sanctuary: Deadline Next Sunday 

We invite you to purchase one or more poinsettias for the adornment 

of our sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved one. The cost is $10 

each, and order forms are now available in the Narthex. Please place 

your fully completed forms and money in one of the envelopes 

provided, and place the envelope in the box labeled “Poinsettia 

Orders.” The deadline for placing orders is next Sunday, December 7. 

The names of honorees/memorials will be printed in a bulletin insert 

on December 14, when the poinsettias are displayed. 

2025 Pledge Cards Still Available 

Thank you to all of you who made a pledge for 2026! We are so 

thankful for your generosity. If you have not yet turned in a pledge 

card, it’s not too late. Pledge cards can be found in the rack above the 

mailboxes in the church office. Or, to have a pledge card mailed to you 

(with a stamped envelope pre-addressed to the church), or a digital 

copy emailed to you, contact Lynne in the church office at (828) 274-

0191 or officenewhope@gmail.com. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

 

Another Advent Craft Workshop with Nan & Jan: 

Saturday December 13, 10:30 AM to 2 PM 

Nan and Jan will have another Advent craft making workshop on 

December 13 from 10:30 am to 2 PM. Cost is $10 for craft supplies. 

Please bring a bag lunch. Sign up by contacting Nan at 

nannetteriley87@gmail.com or at 828-775-7444. These workshops are 

a wonderful time for craft making but also of friendship making! 

Christmas Eve Service at 5 PM 

Join us in the sanctuary at 5 PM on Christmas Eve for our annual 

Service of Lessons and Carols with candle lighting and special music. 

Alternative Christmas Giving 

In lieu of giving a traditional gift this year, make a charitable donation 

in honor of a loved one. In return for your donation (minimum $10), 

you will receive a card for your loved one describing where your 

donation in their honor is going. Look for the Alternative Giving table 

in the Narthex on Sunday mornings during Advent. This year, you are 

invited to donate to one or both of two funds: (1) Guatemala 

Children’s Scholarships (education is not free in Guatemala) which 

enable youth to succeed and overcome poverty, or (2) El Refugio, a 

hospitality house for families visiting detained loved ones at Stewart 

Detention Center in Lumpkin, GA, where there are no hotels. 

Equal Exchange Products 

Buying fair trade products through the Presbyterian Coffee Project 

ensures that more of the money you spend on coffee, tea, or chocolate 

reaches the hardworking farmers who actually grow it. Visit the table in 

the Narthex to see the products currently available. Consider giving 

these products as Christmas gifts. 

Worship bulletin announcements for Sunday, December 7 are due 

to Administrator Lynne Petty by noon on Wednesday, December 3. 

 

 

New Hope Presbyterian Church 

We are a welcoming, inclusive faith community, seeking to respond to Christ’s 

call to love and serve, through ministries of compassion and social justice.  

3070 Sweeten Creek Road, Asheville, NC 28803  

Secure mailing address: PO Box 1346, Skyland, NC 28776 

www.newhopepcusaasheville.org | (828) 274-0191 

Kim Wells, Pastor | Lynne Petty, Church Administrator  

Rob Blackwell, Director of Music Ministry/Pianist 

 

New Hope  

Presbyterian Church 
“Including, Renewing, Serving” 

 

1st Sunday of  Advent 

November 30, 2025 

11 o’clock 

 

 

“Planting Treasures” 
Eighth in the Series: “Looking for the Grand Positives” 

 

    

 

 


